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Exhibition «Terra-flar

s30T - E001E 2004, Gollery Gowen Dontemporary, Geneun
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«Press Release

Marie Velardi ‘WANTA WAYANA (future wayana)
Gallery Arquebuse, Faye & Partners

8 November — 22 December 2007

ARQUEBUSE is proud to present a new project by
Geneva-based artist Marie Velardi, as a response to a
recent trip to French Guyana to meet the Wayana, an
Amazonian tribe whose survival is seriously endangered
as an ecological consequence of the recent illegal gold
trade there.

French Guyana, an area of South America under
French rulership, is currently suffering from a drama-
tic increase in gold-extraction. Areas are deforested,
and high pressure water pumps turn the gravel into a
slurry which is then mixed with mercury to bind with the
gold deposits in the soil. After the gold is retrieved the
remaining mud is poured into the river or forest and the
mercury accumulates in the food chain, poisoning the
fish which are the staple diet of the Wayana.

The starting point for the Wanta Wayana project
(meaning ‘Future Wayana’ in the Wayan language)

was a meeting, initiated by Frédéric Favre, between
Velardi and the Swiss film-maker Daniel Schweizer (...).
Schweizer invited Velardi to accompany him and Favre
on a trip to visit the Wayana, keen to open up debate on
the French Guyana situation by embracing the broader
public reach possible with artistic production reflecting

on such issues.




Velardi’'s work is bound up with the concept of ‘a future’,
and the alternative possibilities for our world - both
utopian and dystopian. In Future Perfect, 21st Century
from 2005-2006, Velardi presented a projected history
for the 21st Century using projections for the future
found in film, books and television. In 2005 Velardi col-
laborated on the project APEX, Agence de Prospective
Expérimentale with Michael Hofer, Angela Marzullo and
Christian Bili. In this office Velardi conducted interviews
with the visitors, documenting and archiving the various
projections for the future that the participants each
envisaged. More recently, Velardi has produced the
Atlas of Lost Islands and Extinct, projects with drawings
of islands projected to be submerged by the rising sea
levels by 2107, and black ink drawings of the shadows
of animal species now extinct.

Wanta Wayana will continue these concerns. Ink
drawings, and recordings made while spending time
with the Wayana tribe, will discuss the modern develop-
ments in tribal life and their own future possibilites as a
tribe, given the unfolding ecological and human tragedy
that is threatening their continued existence.

This project will be exhibited simultaneously in different
formats in La Cabine, and the Centre PasquART in
Bienne as part of the group exhibition ‘Unter 30 V -
Jeune Art Suisse’ opening on 4th November.»

Press Release

Marie Velardi ‘WANTA WAYANA (future wayana)
Gallery Arquebuse, Faye & Partners
8 November — 22 December 2007




Hanta Hayang 117

The soundirack  Honig  Hayano 177
comprizes  recordings  made  during
two journeys to the FAmozon (French
Gugonal in September 2007 and FAu-
where | wizited Hmerin-
They question
the future of

gust 2008
dion Hayono villages,

the peraspeciiuves

Amerindiaon Houyono oulturs,  endon-

gered by the recent mos
tion of gold miners o

to amalgamate the gold., The mercury
iz present in lorge quantities in
the local fish, the Hoyono's primary
soyrce of food,

fmmigro-
sing mercury

Hantg Hagang 177

2000, soundtrack, edition of 100 Cls
with =il printed couver, 10
Lrocks, S0
Exhibited in the exhibition “Hulle
Fort est oun endeoit™, Centrse photo-
graphique d'7le de Fraonce, Faris
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CHILLES LUHES™

(Orne Thousand Hoons)

The sxhibition™s title is One Thou-
sund Moons, This is the approximotbs
number of full moons through which
the ohildren born during the sxhi-
Bition will live (baosed on an aue-
toncy of 83.5 years,
Fiwing in Swit-

rage |ife expec

of

praoord |

zerlond).
At the entronce to the moternity
ward, a sign proclaims Helcome to
Eorth!l with the first nomes of the
children who hove just been born, os
though they hod arelved from o jour-
ney. The sign was regqulariy upamtﬁd
throughout the exhibition with the

momes of lotest new-horns,

SHTLLES  LUHES™,  =solo cuhibition
ting of thres on-zite instal-

CONE

Potions, HUG moternity ward, Gensuo:
Bienvenye  sur o Tepps [, 2009,
Light pornel, toape mural, 170 i
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The blus line ands ot o small block
Building adiocent to the moternity
ward:  events which the generotion
of ohildrsn born over the durotion
of the exhibition moy [iuve through
are indicoted olongside dotes on the
timelineg, They moy resenble sceno-
pios from scisnce Tiction, but the
suents ore plousible Cinspired by
the ientific press ond current
affoirs),
Or the floor, the luminous globes
pafer to the dote 2056, in an echo
of Aldous Huxley™s 1932 nowel Broue
Hew Horld, In his futuristic nouel,
Aldous Huxley predicts thot embryos
wi D be developed inartificiol ute-
ruses, Femole, mole ond neuter emn-
brucs ore indicoted by the signs O,

ot x’

T and

w480 om | G odu-
minous globes, each 30« 30 x 4lom,
SHTLLES  LURER™, =olo exzhibition
consisting of three on-site instol-
fotions, HUG moternity word, UGenevo
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Atlas of Lost Islands
2107 Edition

The purpose of this atlas is to calalogue a
certain number of the 1slands which di-
sappeared in the course of the 21st century:

These were islands of very low altitude, with
a height of 10 metres above sea level or less.
Many of them were at one time inhabited.

Today; they have been engulled by the ocean.

The causes of their disappearance are mul-
tiple, but the majority of scientists agree that
rising sea levels are the result of global cli-
malte change linked to human activity during
the 20th and 21st centuries.

This atlas offers a linear route around the
globe, based on the islands’ last observed

meridian position.

Have a good trip!

Marie Velardr

Text written in collaboration with Fréderic
Favre

Traduction: Gidon Mead
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Centurwy

2881

Source: 2001, A Space Ddyssey, Arthur ©. Clarke, 1968

In 2882

Having invested trillions in biotechnalogy, humans can undergo
"anti-death™ therapies that increase our life expectancy to 120 or 130
years

After July 20, 2019 life in the 215t Century, Arthur C, Clarke, 1986

2881

In the aftermath of & nuclear war, all vegetation has dizappeared from
the Earth,

Waiting for the moment when the atmozphere will again become
harmless for plants, different species are placed in gigantic hemi-
spheric greenhouses carried by spacecraft.

After Silent Running, ODouglaz Trambull, 1972

2882
2883
28849

2885

playefs have their braing burned out and endure

After Nirvana, Gabriele Salvatores, 1997

2885

The anti-technology and anti-computer revalutior
beging.

Millions of Young peaple — the Greens — refuse to
impact of computers and robots on their lives anc
corporate values that challenge, according to the
and hurnan,

After July 20, 2019 Life in the 215t Century, Arthur

2886

Z2Z1s t

2882

Collective gardens have grown on Mars.,

Two hours of rain are sufficient for seeds to bud, and for immense trees
to grow overnight providing the valleys with oxygen.

Frazen food is imported from Earth in fiving freezing containers,

Since February 2002, a dozen small towns have developed, amounting
to & population of 90 thouszand zouls.

After To-morrow Revealed, John Afking, 1958
2884

After

World Wan
The few 3
out of the
uzed duri

After the 1

The arms race has heightenad dramatically. The production of weapons i
fazhionable in both East and West, and ever more frightening models are

developed.

After The Zap Gun, Philip K. Dick, 1967

2883

2885
The Fourth World War starts with the blast of the -

After To-morrow Revealed, John Rtking, 1958

Thanks to the dizcovery of a vaccing againtt the chizophrenia wirug,
and the genetic identification of depression, serious mental illnesses

have almost completely disappeared,

Medicatinn iz available ta santhe anilt Araze diztreeszing memaries and






